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Author unknown — believed written approximately 38 years after The Shrouding

Overview
We do not speak of the night the world changed — we speak instead of the
years that followed, for memory itself recoils from the beginning.
The scholars name it The Shrouding, though none can say who first whispered
the word. It was not a war, though kingdoms burned. It was not a plague, though
the dead walked in numbers that eclipsed the living. It was not a storm, though
the skies wept ash and the seas swallowed entire fleets whole. 
Something was unmade. 
The bells rang in every cathedral at once — though no hands pulled their ropes.
Livestock refused their feed. Dogs howled until their throats bled. The sun
dimmed, not darkened, but dimmed, as though the world had been placed
beneath mourning cloth. 
And then the silence came. 
For seven days and seven nights the wind did not move. 
In that stillness, graves split. 
What followed was not immediate ruin — that would have been mercy. Instead,
it was a slow drowning of hope. Borders collapsed. Faith fractured. Ancient
wards failed as though their makers had never existed. 
Some speak — quietly — of champions who vanished that night. Of a final stand
never witnessed. Of a covenant broken not by malice, but by miscalculation. But
such tales are dangerous, and the Church of the Veil forbids speculation on “the
precipitating cause.” 
We are told instead that the age simply turned. 
That this was destiny. 
Yet the oldest among us remember something else. 
They remember that before The Shrouding, dawn felt different. 
Brighter. 
As though the world had once believed it would be saved.

“



Vaelorin Thrice-Witnessed, On the Burden of Continuance

A long lived ancestry doesn’t have a clean archive of the last 100–300 years. They have layers:
lived experience, second-hand memory, cultural silence, and things that were never spoken of
again.

After The Shrouding, entire topics simply... stopped being discussed.

Songs went unsung
Names went unspoken
Rituals deliberately unpassed on
Elders chose forgetting over madness

People didn’t erase it. They avoided it until it faded.

Ancestries with ties to the Fey / Feywilds recall historical memory in terms of:

Contradictory images
Emotions without context

A sense that two things happened, but only one matters

Long lived ancestries lived through:

A world that almost ended
Then did, slowly

Many chose to:

Long Life Ancestries and The
Shrouding

The view of the world history for long life Ancestries such as Elven lines etc.
The long-lived remember more — not better.“

How Memory Works in this World

Fey-Touched Memory Degradation

The Shrouding - Trauma Filters



Let memories blur
Retreat into art, nature, or exile
Refuse to pass on details that invite attention

So recall often comes with:

Emotional distortion
Gaps around causes and outcomes

Clear memory of consequences, not origins

Long lived history did not rewrite history to control others. They did it to survive attention. As such
knowledge is often:

Symbolic
Metaphorical
Embedded in poetry, not timelines

When rolling a historical Recall Knowledge:
Success 
They recall: 

Atmosphere
Reactions
Cultural shifts
Taboos that emerged

Critical Success 
They recall: 

fragment of concrete truth
name, symbol, or phrase
But never the full picture

Failure 
They recall: 

Conflicting versions 
A false certainty that later proves wrong 
A memory that doesn’t line up with other sources 

Critical Failure 
They recall: 

Cultural Editing (Not Propaganda — Survival)

Long Lived Ancestry - History Recollection



Something that feels true but isn’t
A propaganda / filtered version
Or a memory that causes unease

Importantly: even critical success does not give a full answer.

 



Collected excerpts from sermons, marginalia, banned essays, and surviving academic disputations
concerning the so‑called "First Party" and their role in The Shrouding

Excerpt from On the Inevitability of Rest, White Archivist Caldrus Vane

NB: Marginal note (ink scraped away): “Dates intentionally omitted.”

The remainder of the chapter is missing.

From Ash Held at Bay, Professor Emeritus Lysa Feld (Brunswick, pre‑Fall)

Transcript fragment, Corcot Collegium Debate Hall

The First Party Controversy

I. The Orthodox Position (REDACTED)

"The First Party did not save the world. They merely postponed its acceptance of
truth. Their actions fractured necessary rites, <REDACTED>, and caused
immeasurable suffering through false hope. Their disappearance was not
mysterious—it was <REDACTED> does not punish. <REDACTED> outlasts."

“

II. The Delayer Thesis (Suppressed, Incomplete)

"Multiple independent town records confirm a cessation of undead activity for a
period ranging from twelve to twenty years following the First Party’s
intervention. Trade resumed. Birth rates increased. If this was not salvation, it
was at least reprieve. One must ask: what force was strong enough to unravel
that reprieve?"

“

III. The Feywild Hypothesis (Dismissed as Folklore)

Scholar Ren: “You cannot reconcile the dates unless you accept extra‑material
displacement.”
Scholar Heth: “Fairy stories.”
Ren: “Then explain why three separate witnesses describe the same heroes
dying, decades apart.”

“



Debate adjourned. Ren later recanted.

From When Gods Listen Poorly, anonymous author

Circulation punishable by death in Blackwake.

Field notes attributed to <REDACTED> (authentication disputed)

— overheard at a dockside fire, Moonrest Haven

Heth: “False memories. Cult interference.”
Ren: “Or time.”

IV. The Wish Doctrine (Unpublished Treatise)

"The catastrophe was not caused by malice, but by grammar. ‘All those
associated’ is not a merciful phrase—it is a net. When the wish was spoken, the
dead did not rise. They were remembered. And some things are too patient to
forget."

“

V. The Absence Problem

"People argue whether the First Party failed or succeeded. Idiots. They did both.
What matters is that when the world needed them again, they were gone.
Heroes are not measured by victories, but by whether they are present for the
second disaster."

“

VI. Popular Consensus (Moonrest Haven Oral Tradition)

“They saved us once.”
“No, they only made it worse.”
“Doesn’t matter. They didn’t come back.”

“

VII. Closing Annotation (Unknown Hand)

"If history cannot agree on what they did, perhaps that is because the world
itself has not decided whether to forgive them."“



A single sigil is drawn beneath this line: a broke <REDACTED> ratches.


