
Collected excerpts from sermons, marginalia, banned essays, and surviving academic disputations
concerning the so‑called "First Party" and their role in The Shrouding

Excerpt from On the Inevitability of Rest, White Archivist Caldrus Vane

NB: Marginal note (ink scraped away): “Dates intentionally omitted.”

The remainder of the chapter is missing.

From Ash Held at Bay, Professor Emeritus Lysa Feld (Brunswick, pre‑Fall)

Transcript fragment, Corcot Collegium Debate Hall

The First Party Controversy

I. The Orthodox Position (REDACTED)

"The First Party did not save the world. They merely postponed its acceptance of
truth. Their actions fractured necessary rites, <REDACTED>, and caused
immeasurable suffering through false hope. Their disappearance was not
mysterious—it was <REDACTED> does not punish. <REDACTED> outlasts."

“

II. The Delayer Thesis (Suppressed, Incomplete)

"Multiple independent town records confirm a cessation of undead activity for a
period ranging from twelve to twenty years following the First Party’s
intervention. Trade resumed. Birth rates increased. If this was not salvation, it
was at least reprieve. One must ask: what force was strong enough to unravel
that reprieve?"

“

III. The Feywild Hypothesis (Dismissed as Folklore)

Scholar Ren: “You cannot reconcile the dates unless you accept extra‑material
displacement.”
Scholar Heth: “Fairy stories.”
Ren: “Then explain why three separate witnesses describe the same heroes

“



Debate adjourned. Ren later recanted.

From When Gods Listen Poorly, anonymous author

Circulation punishable by death in Blackwake.

Field notes attributed to <REDACTED> (authentication disputed)

— overheard at a dockside fire, Moonrest Haven

dying, decades apart.”
Heth: “False memories. Cult interference.”
Ren: “Or time.”

IV. The Wish Doctrine (Unpublished Treatise)

"The catastrophe was not caused by malice, but by grammar. ‘All those
associated’ is not a merciful phrase—it is a net. When the wish was spoken, the
dead did not rise. They were remembered. And some things are too patient to
forget."

“

V. The Absence Problem

"People argue whether the First Party failed or succeeded. Idiots. They did both.
What matters is that when the world needed them again, they were gone.
Heroes are not measured by victories, but by whether they are present for the
second disaster."

“

VI. Popular Consensus (Moonrest Haven Oral Tradition)

“They saved us once.”
“No, they only made it worse.”
“Doesn’t matter. They didn’t come back.”

“

VII. Closing Annotation (Unknown Hand)

“



A single sigil is drawn beneath this line: a broke <REDACTED> ratches.

"If history cannot agree on what they did, perhaps that is because the world
itself has not decided whether to forgive them."
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